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Senior AP Literature and Composition will use readings from a combination of nonfiction 
sources and classic world literature to help you develop critical thinking, practice close reading 
and analysis, and hone your writing skills in preparation for the AP Literature Exam.  
 
We will begin this summer by reading portions of some of the oldest known written texts in the 
world—and two much more recent texts. Begin by reading the first 9 chapters of Genesis, 
hopefully not for the first or the last time. After carefully reading Genesis 1-9, you will read two 
probably less familiar texts, noticing similarities and differences between each and the chapters 
in Genesis.  
 
The first is The Magician’s Nephew by C.S. Lewis. Maybe you read The Chronicles of Narnia 
as a child (or it was read to you). I hope so! However, this is the 6th (not the 1st) book in a series 
that can be read on many levels. This time I want you to read it like an adult; enjoy the story, but 
also look for layers of meaning—and, of course, for similarities to Genesis.  
 
The second comparison text is a portion of The Epic of Gilgamesh, an epic poem that was 
written long before the events of Genesis were written down.  
 
Both of these stories culminate in segments that will be clearly reminiscent of Genesis. Be ready 
to discuss both the obvious similarities and differences, as well as some point of comparison that 
you think others might not have noticed.  
 
Finally, you will read C.S. Lewis’s “Myth Became Fact” and be prepared to explain why you 
believe this lecture-essay was assigned in connection with the previous three readings.  
 
Your test over the texts above will be an in-class essay test, which will be given on Monday, 
August 22.  
 
In addition, you will need to choose one of the titles on the list of works Most Frequently Cited 
1970-2015 on the AP Literature & Composition Exam that you have not read before (the list 
appears towards the end of the pages linked above). This is a chance to expand your exposure to 
works that the College Board considers worthy and that are likely to appear in some form on the 
exam. You will take an AR test on your title of choice on Tuesday, August 23. Before making a 
selection, ensure that AR also considers your choice worthy: AR Book Finder.  
 
I’m excited to get to know you next year! In the meantime, if you have any questions as you’re 
reading or any thoughts you’d like to share about the reading, I’d be happy to hear from you at 
ytucker@cacmustangs.org. Have a great summer. 


